Green Pioneers

durstin's furniture-making crafismen kave enlivened
sustainable designs with atypecal matarals and darning Lings

By Chiignapber Cosissd

Fhaicgraphy by Rjan Yisck

Mason's burgosning knlerest (B working el a wide rangeof unbgue
materinls, meoet of whaeh ar recvelable or peusable, led Bim o crate
the Umasi ferniore liee, picees of which will be on display this sum-
meer ml the Housten Ceater for Comemporary Craft.

U'mi e panioie im terms of materinkity,” he save. noting that soms
Iranwosd projects have used up to cight different materislz, including
cenorebe, sieel, aluminum., feaibers, and wood. Ofien these materinls
are recyrhed or repurposed. Muson came op wiih the wdea for Umams
partly because of Bis imberest in mixed materinls Bt ales ap n way Eo
blgr—soume might say evnse—the line beriween furnabare and soalpiare
Imdersd, i some of thesr pisces wren’t the most fanctional, ikey make
wup for that with their intellectual compesent —which Mason is hagpr
o eaplain “All the parts that w0 ese 0 make it up aee in seme form
or wiy & sprabel of rouse,” Besays, “You look ab s chair ard you knerer

it's mm ol elephone pole—thai's langely whia the Dsnns] sl eetbn
deew fi chllenges our way of thinking sbout our wnste. An Umnsasl
chair might suggest che familiar shape of a chaie—but aheraaively.
bi's more subversive thas it is fonctbonal. In feet, with (Psasl, Um
nit irving o make anyvone comforeable=—0d rather muke them
ursroaEnioriabds.”

Thee Ulmimsi benieh wi 1l b on display chis summer in New York City
st architecture megn A rm Ceenaler, which opsened a loostion in Ausstin
sarlicr this vear, The bonch s composed of spalted (discssed) pocan
that was rescued Froms an o building in Missouri; iempored glass
camnibalized from am omelet pan, recycled rabber from & repurposed
cxorrisn hall, and formabdehede Freo MW (medium densigy fiborboard],
Msson alss notes that Iromeosd does all of the Snishes and uses low-
WOHE (volalile organsc compounds} proteciire findshes,
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Forty-vear-old craftaman Wells Masca moved to Aus-
tin im 19648 1 study Eaglish and peychalogy ot UT,. a
hackgreand ikat he amce allews him ta thisk daferonily
absit his work, He alss grew up anciand metal shops
wnd] wodworkisg, and os lsson his Gther taught lim
aberit @alf redinncd contismes b6 i nform Bow ho masagos
Iromwen] [ndustirss, his efs-alop desapn hoisse thalls
mle & rrial-ared wonlworkisg stuslio,
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